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EXHILERATING:: Cyclist conquers diffi cult 1,400 km ride home. C4

BY LAURA BUTTON
EDITOR

New quads, snowmobiles and RVs were among 
the half  a million dollars worth of  stolen property 
recovered in Clearwater County last week.

Sundre and Rocky RCMP executed a search war-
rant for stolen goods on Wednesday, Sept. 28.

According to an RCMP news release, the investiga-
tion began the day before as a result of  a complaint of  
items stolen from a truck in Sundre. Information ob-
tained during the investigation led the Sundre RCMP 
to the property south of  Rocky Mountain House.

RCMP seized 16 brand new quads and snowmo-
biles, three new RV units, two trailers, one low-boy 
fl at deck trailer and fi ve used trucks. Several fi re-
arms were also seized from the residence. Most of  
the quads and snowmobiles were still in the manu-
facturer’s crates, while some had been assembled on 
the property.

“We’re always pleased with successful outcomes 
such as these,” said RCMP Sergeant Jim Lank, of  
the Sundre detachment. “Any time we can take guns 

Police seize $500,000 of stolen property
Two men charged with 

property offences

These nine firearms were among those seized from a rural 
Clearwater residence on Sept. 28 during a search for stolen 
property.

out of  the hands of  wrongful owners, we make a 
community somewhat safer.”

Thirty-eight-year-old John Michael Kidd of  Rocky 
was arrested at the scene and has been charged 
with 11 property-related offences in addition to two 
offences related to improper storage and licensing 
of  fi rearms. He will appear in Rocky Provincial 
Court on Oct. 26.

Twenty-nine-year-old Kacy Savoie of  Calgary was 
arrested at the scene and has been charged with 11 
property-related offences and one charge under the 
Controlled Drug and Substances Act. He remains in 
custody and will appear in Rocky court on Wednes-
day, Oct. 5.

RCMP are continuing with their investigation and 
are in the process of  determining ownership of  all 
of  the property. Most of  the OHVs and snowmobiles 
along with the low-boy trailer, were stolen from 
Calgary. Two of  the RV units were stolen from Sun-
dre and one from Calgary.

RCMP say the investigation is complex and covers 
multiple jurisdictions and may result in additional 
charges against both accused. The investigation is 
ongoing.

If  you have information regarding this investiga-
tion please call the Sundre RCMP at 403-638-3675. If  
you wish to remain anonymous, call Crime Stop-
pers at 1-800-222-8477 or report it online at www.
tipsubmit.com.

Some of the assembled quads and snowmobiles recovered 
from a Clearwater County location last week. RCMP PHOTOS

BY JORDAN JOHNSTON
STAFF REPORTER

Sept. 28 marked the grand 
opening of  more senior living 
units in Rocky, as Park Avenue 
offi cially opened its doors.

“We connected senior care 
with luxury housing,” said Greg 
Christenson, president of  Chris-
tenson Communities. “Creating 
this has been a partnership be-
tween government, municipality 
and the private sector.”

The facility houses assisted-
living units and independent 
suites.

In the manor, designated 
supportive living level 4 (SL4) 
beds and dementia beds (SL4D) 
are funded in part by Alberta 
taxpayers through a $3.2 million 
Affordable Supportive Living 
Initiative grant awarded in 2013. 
The grant will cover 50 per cent 
of  the operating costs of  the care 
units for the next 20 years. SL4 
care is a live-in seniors’ care fa-
cility staffed by health-care aids 
and licensed practical nurses 24 
hours a day. Care is planned and 
supervised by an off-site regis-
tered homecare nurse (RN), with 

24-hour availability.
Ravine, the independent liv-

ing wing of  the building, has 21 
suites, with 14 more planned in 
phase two of  construction.

The senior population in Al-
berta is growing.

According to the Government 
of  Alberta, as of  March 2011, 
there were about 410,000 seniors 
in Alberta. But by 2031, when the 
last of  the baby boomers reach 
65 years of  age, it is projected 
that there will be more than 
923,000 seniors – about one in 
fi ve Albertans.

“Now that it’s open, it will 
certainly be a facility that will 
serve our community into the 
future,” said Clearwater County 
Reeve Pat Alexander. “The 
facility will help keep seniors in 
our community and address the 
needs that we have for this type 
of  living.”

He said it goes a long way 
to dealing with the seniors of  
this community, where there 
are more seniors waiting for 
housing than there are

Park Avenue grand opening
On Sept. 28, Park Avenue officially opened its doors to the public. It features 41 assisted-living suites and 21 regular one or 
two bedroom suites. PHOTOS BY JORDAN JOHNSTON | THE MOUNTAINEER

County Reeve Pat Alexander, left, stood with MLA Jason Nixon, Mayor Fred Nash, 
and Greg Christenson.
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THE GOOD OLD GAME:
Hockey is back for 2016-17
 and the Rams are set for a 

competitive season in the North 
Central Senior Hockey League. B1

SEE OPENING | A5

The ambulance came to rest in the ditch on the Arbutus Road 
after being rear-ended on Oct. 3. 

PHOTOS BY LAURA BUTTON | THE MOUNTAINEER

The pickup truck sustained heavy front-end damage and was 
towed from the scene.

No serious injuries 
in ambulance MVC
BY LAURA BUTTON

EDITOR

A Sundre ambulance 
en route to an emer-
gency was rear-ended 
by another vehicle on 
the Arbutus Road on 
Monday night.

RCMP Constable Pat-
rick Cavanagh told The 
Mountaineer a pickup 
truck was travelling 
about 80 km/h when 
it collided with the 
ambulance, just as the 
ambulance was arriving 
at its destination.

The ambulance had 
been dispatched about 
7:15 p.m. to a scene just 
north of  Caroline where 
a male had been kicked 
in the head by a horse. 
Clearwater Regional 
Fire Rescue Services 
and another ambulance 
also attended to treat 

the male with the head 
injury, as well as the 
people involved in the 
collision.

The driver of  the 
pickup, an 81-year-old 
man, was charged with 
a traffi c-related offence. 
He was treated at the 
scene for minor inju-
ries. The driver and one 
other occupant of  the 
ambulance were also 
treated on scene.

Cavanagh said there 
was no indication that 
drugs or alcohol were 
involved, and the pickup 
had actually pulled over 
to let the ambulance go 
past shortly before the 
collision occurred.

“This is a fi rst for me, 
but it does happen,” he 
said of  fi rst responders 
attending incidents in-
volving another emer-
gency vehicle.
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