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D evelo per pro f i le

Vision of urban community drives Christenson
J an e Marsh a l l

Special t o The Jou rn al

Bedford Village an example of integrated adult living

S h e r w o o d Pa r k

Imagine a serene garden with a
large pool of water in the centre.
Flowering trees, patio umbrellas and
a pergola complete the picture.
Now zoom out, and you’ll see elegant glass balconies attached to
brick-fronted buildings that surround the garden. Welcome to Bedford Village, a Christenson Developments project in Sherwood Park.
If you zoom out just a bit farther,
the bigger picture becomes clear.
This isn’t an oasis, but rather a wellplanned community connected to
the outside world. Across the street
sits the Strathcona
County Public Library, unique shops
and restaurants,
and Festival Place.
I’m describing the
long-range vision of
Centre in the Park,
a joint venture between ChristenLear
son Developments
and Strathcona
County.
“Bedford Village is the heart of
Centre in the Park, a 12-acre development in which Christenson
is the exclusive builder,” says Greg
Christenson, owner of Christenson
Developments.
“It was built in conjunction with
Strathcona County.”
The shared vision is an urban village concept that links cultural amenities, residential space and public
space.
Christenson has several adult
buildings at Centre in the Park in
various stages of completion. They
will ultimately be linked to the surrounding public amenities through
heated underground parking and
pathways.
Above grade, the buildings are
connected through Prairie Walk, a
stone walkway system linking the
community.
It’s around Prairie Walk that the
second phase of Bedford Village
is being released, and the folks at
Christenson are very excited. Phase
1 has 63 units and is complete, and
Phase 2 is under construction. Sales
opened April 1.
Christenson’s buildings are for the
active adult crowd, catering to a clientele in the approximately 60-plus
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An artist’s rendering of Christenson Developments’ Bedford Village shows the Prairie Walk garden area with trails.
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Phase 2 of Bedford Village in Sherwood Park, right, is taking shape. Bedford
Village offers several options from independent to assisted living.

age group.
Bedford Village offers several options for adult living, from independent living to assisted living, with the
ability to choose à-la-carte services
depending on one’s needs.
Phase 2 will have a dining room
and commercial kitchen, providing meals for residents who wish to
have communal dining. It will also
have a games room, lounges and
card rooms, a theatre room, family
party room, senior-friendly exercise
room, a salon/barbershop, and guest
suites.
Karey Lear, director of sales and
marketing, and Eldon Franklin,
director of construction, tour me
through Phase 2. The rooms have
been framed and the building is
taking shape.
The bright and beautiful main foyer

is two storeys high. A future office
and concierge station will be built
on the main floor.
Upstairs and facing south onto
Prairie Walk is the family party
room, where residents can rent the
space for elegant parties.
There are two show suites in Phase
1 that potential buyers can view to
glean an idea of what Phase 2 will
look like. Available suites are: twobedroom, two-bedroom plus den,
one-bedroom and one-bedroom
plus den.
There is also a convertible unit for
sale. Convertible suites can be divided in half at a future date. For a
couple where one person may be in
ailing health and in need of future
long-term care, or if a partner dies,
it’s a forward-thinking option.
Lear notes that sometimes the sur-

JaNE MarShall, fOr thE JOurNal

At Bedford Village, walk-in showers
for seniors include extra handrails
for safety.

viving spouse will be left with too
much space and thus need to move
again, a trial at a frail stage of life.
So the convertible suite allows the
survivor to simply return half the
suite without needing to go through
a move.
“The convertible suites are all
through the building,” says Lear.
“Greg is brilliant this way. He is
really forward thinking.”
Christenson is pleased to be building on such a great site.
“Centre in the Park opened in
March, the library opened last November, there is lots of community
space for gathering, Broadmoor
Lake is close by, and the golf course
is within walking distance,” Christenson says. “It’s very rare to find a

site like this.”
Christenson Developments is committed to creating not just a series
of adult buildings, but also an integrated community with a wide range
of ages and amenities. The company
sponsors concerts at nearby Festival
Place, an entertainment destination
at the heart of Centre in the Park,
and also donated $50,000 per year
for three years to the Strathcona
County Library.
Bedford Village and the other
buildings in Centre in the Park are
designed for intergenerational social interaction. In fact, operational
manager Jodi Cuff creates monthly
schedules to ensure residents’ health
and quality of life are supported.
Activities such as coffee breaks, fitness classes and library activities are
posted to ensure ample opportunities to socialize.
Residents who need more care
have the option of designated assisted living. Christenson and Alberta
Health Services work together to
provide this home care.
“This allows people to stay in their
own home, with assisted living,
rather than having to move into an
institutional environment. I believe
this is the wave of the future,” Christenson maintains. “It allows people
to age with dignity.”
“Most seniors’ suites in other projects are approximately 500 square
feet without a full kitchen, and seniors are required to eat in dining
room. But we have full condo kitchens with the option of taking meals
in the dining room.
“That’s what differentiates us,” says
Christenson. “Choice.”
Buyers can choose a life lease,
where a deposit is made, and upon
leaving the suite 94 per cent of the
initial payment is returned, or they
can choose to rent.
“People are excited — it’s often
their last move, so they are very
happy,” says Lear.
“They can come in as independent as they want, and can access
as many services as they need. This
way people aren’t moving in crisis —
they move with forethought.”
Fo r mo re i nf o rma t i o n, check o ut
B edf o rd Vi l l a g e, j us t ea s t o f Fes t i v a l
P l a ce a t 1 6 1 Fes t i v a l Wa y, a cro s s
f ro m S herw o o d M a l l , o r co nt a ct
K a rey L ea r, 7 8 0 - 9 34- 6 6 36
o r ka rey l @ cdl ho mes . co m.
O nl i ne, g o t o cdl ho mes . co m
o r fes t i v a l pl a ce. a b. ca

EDM00494465_1_1

